Returning to God
Theme: Standing Near the Cross — Trusting God’s Faithful Love

Monday (March 23)
Scripture

John 13:34 — “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”

Reflection

As we approach Holy Week, we remember Jesus’ command to love as he
loved. Christ’s love is sacrificial, patient, and faithful. The closer we
draw to the cross, the more we are invited to live out this love in our daily
lives.

Prayer

Loving Christ, teach me to love others with the same grace and
compassion you have shown me. Amen.

Tuesday (March 24)

Scripture

Ezekiel 36:26 — “A new heart [ will give you, and a new spirit [ will put
within you.”

Reflection

Lent invites us to open our hearts to God’s transforming grace. God does
not leave us unchanged but renews us from within. As we draw closer to
the cross, we are reminded that Christ came not only to forgive but also
to renew and restore our lives.

Prayer

Transforming God, renew my heart and spirit. Shape my life so that I
may reflect your love each day. Amen.

Wednesday (March 25)

Scripture

Hebrews 12:2 — “Looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith... who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the

cross.”

Reflection

Jesus endured suffering with a deep trust in God’s purpose. Even in
hardship, he kept his eyes on the promise of redemption. During Lent, we
are reminded that faith calls us to keep our eyes on Christ, trusting that
God is working even through difficult seasons.

Prayer

Faithful Savior, help me keep my eyes on you when the journey is
difficult. Strengthen my trust in your guiding presence. Amen.

Thursday (March 26)

Scripture

Colossians 3:12 — “Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience.”

Reflection

The closer we draw to the cross, the more we are invited to live like
Christ. His life showed compassion for the suffering, kindness toward the
forgotten, and humility before God. Lent calls us to embody these same
qualities as we follow him.

Prayer

Gracious Lord, clothe my life with compassion and humility. Help me
reflect your love in every relationship. Amen.

Friday (March 27)

Scripture

Peter 2:24 — “He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that,
free from sins, we might live for righteousness.”

Reflection

The cross reminds us that Christ carried what we could not carry
ourselves. His sacrifice opens the way to freedom and new life. As we
reflect on the cross during Lent, we are invited to live differently—
guided by righteousness, mercy, and gratitude.



Friday (March 27)

Prayer

Saving Christ, thank you for bearing my burdens on the cross. Lead me
to live faithfully in response to your grace. Amen.

Saturday (March 28)

Scripture

Matthew 11:28 — “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”

Reflection

Jesus invites us to bring our burdens to him. Lent reminds us that we do
not walk this journey alone. When we place our worries, fears, and
struggles into Christ’s hands, we discover the peace that only God can
give.

Prayer

Gentle Savior, I bring my burdens to you. Fill my heart with your peace
and rest. Amen.

Sunday (March 29)

Scripture

Romans 5:8 — “But God proves his love for us in that while we still
were sinners Christ died for us.”

Reflection

On this Lenten Sunday, we remember that the cross is the ultimate sign
of God’s love. Christ did not wait for us to become perfect before
offering grace. Instead, God meets us exactly where we are and invites
us into a life transformed by love.

Prayer

Loving God, thank you for your grace that meets me where I am. Draw
me closer to you and help me live in the light of your love. Amen.
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